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EXTRACTED FROM LAS VEGAS SUN, DATED 8 JAN 67,

MEADLINES = DOWNED SPY PLANE LOCATED - SUB HEADLINES - MYSTERY

IN FATE OF PILOT. *HOPES THAT THE PILOT OF A 2688 MILE PER HOUR
$R=-71 SUPER SPY PLANE MAY HAVE PARACHUTED TO SAFETY SPURRED SEARCH
TEAMS YESTERDAY, COMBING DESOLATE TERRAIN NORTHEAST OF HERE. THE
PILOT WAS IDENTIFIED AS WALTER L. RAY, 33, 7968 FARRLAIN AVE.,
CANOGA PARK, CALIF. A SPOKESMAN AT EDWARDS AIR FORCE BASE IN
CALIFORNIA®S MOJAVE DESERT SAID IN A TERSE STATEMENT EARLIER THAT
THE WRECKAGE OF THE MISSING STRATEGIC RECONNAISSANCE PLANE WAS
LOCATED LATE FRIDAY, ABOUT 86 MILES NORTHEAST OF LAS VEGAS HEAR
LEITH, THE SR=71, THE WORLD'S FASTEST OPERATIONAL AIRCRAFT AND
SUCCESSOR TO THE U2 SPY PLANE, CRASHED THURSDAY WHILE ON A ROUTINE
TEST FLIGHT OVER TERRAIN MARKED BY MESQUITE-COVERED ROLLING HILLS.
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LIVILIAN PILOT waS STILL ALIVE, BUT KEPORTS FROM A CREW WHICH
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<R aMINED THE WRECKAGE INDICATED HE 4AS NOT ABOARD WHEN THE PLANE
Li7OHEDs  LOADED WITH THE LATEST ELECTRONIC RECONNAISSANCE

FALIPMENT THE SR-71 CAN, AT MAXIMUM CAPABILITIES, SURVEY 60,000

USTARE MILES OF TERRAIN FOR EACKH HOUR OF OPERATION. THE TOWN OF
lziTH, IN REALITY AN ABANDONED UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD SECTION STAT10N,
i5 LOCATED ABOUT 90 MILES NORTHEAST OF THIS GAMBLING CAPITAL. THE
af=71, MADE BY LOCKHEED, IS THE WORLD"S FASTEST OPERATIONAL PLANE,

IT WAS FLOWN BY A COMPANY TEST PILOT. THE SR=71, POWERED BY TWO

HUGE JET ENGINES, IS A MORE SOPHISTICATED AND ADVANCED SPY PLANE THE
U2 MODEL IN WHICH AMERICAN PILOT GARY FRANCIS POWERS WAS SHOT DOWN
OVER RUSSIA IN 1568, 1IN 1965, A YEAR AFTER IT MADE ITS FIRST FLIGHT
FROM PALMDALE, CALIF., THE SR=T71 PECAME OPERATIONAL WITH THE
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STRATEGIC AIR COMMAND AT BEALE AFB IN NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. AS
STRATEGIC RECONNAISSANCE PLANE, IT HAS A TOP SPEED OF MACH 3
(THREE TIMES THE SPEED OF SOUND), AND A TOP ALTITUDE OF MORE THAN
82,000 FEET. FRESLiewi ounwodiv ANNOUNCED JuLt za, 1964, THAT THE
AIRCRAFT WAS "CAPABLE OF WORLDWIDE RECONNAISSANCE,"
HE SAID IT WOULD BE USED “DURING PERIODS OF MILITARY HOSTILITIES
AND IN OTHER SITUATIONS IN WHMICH THE UNITED STATES MILITARY FORCES
MaY BE CONFRONTING FOREIGN MILITARY FORCES.” FLYING AT MAXIMUM
CAPABILITIES, THE SR=71 CAN SURVEY 63,223 SQUARE MILES OF LAND OR
OCEAN IN EACH HOUR OF OPERATION. IT 1S EQUIPPED WITH THE LATEST
ELECTRONIC RECONNAISSANCE EQUIPMENT, ONE OTHER SR=71 HAS CRASHED,
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7 FEBRUARY OF LLAST YEAR, TWO LOCKXHEED CREWMAN EJECTED OVER NEW
MEAICO DURING AN UNDISCLOSED AIR EMERGENCY., ONE OF THE CIVILIAN TEST
VLTS, JAMES T, ZAWYER OF LANCASTER, CALIF., BAILED OUT AND WAS
HIULEDe WILLIAM A, WEAVER. NORTHRIDGE. CALIF., SURVIVIED THE JUMP.
IHT S=71 WAS DEVELOPED FROM THE YF=12A TRIPLE=-SONIC INTERCEPIOR.

1Y YWO PLANES ARE NEARLY IDENTICAL, INCORPORATING A DOUBLE-DELTA
Wi DESIGN., A& MEASURE OF THE Sk=71°%S PERFORMANCE IS SEEN IN THE
¥0UR WORLD SPEED AND ALTITUDE RECORDS SET BY THE YFI2A IN A SINGLE
DAY AT EDWARDS AFB IN MAY, 1965,
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